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Packaging to focus on quality, sustainability, affordability:
Mashelkar
Friday, May 22, 2015 08:00 IST

Archana Aroor, Mumbai

Quiality, sustainability and affordability will be the focus for generic and specific aspects of packaging industry,
according to Dr Raghunath Mashelkar, former director-general of the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR). This observation was made by the ace scientist recently while delivering the keynote speech at the
unveiling of a new logo of the Indian Institute of Packaging (IIP).

The logo has been designed by National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad. The institute was celebrating its
golden jubilee and the celebrations were inaugurated by Ch Vidyasagar Rao, governor of Maharashtra.

“I congratulate the Indian Institute of Packaging on this joyous occasion of its Golden Jubilee and wish it continued
success in its future endeavours,” stated the governor, who urged the institute to work closely with traditional
universities and create awareness.

Speaking on the occasion, Mashelkar informed that the Indian packaging industry was poised for tremendous
growth ahead. He stated, “Currently, it comprised US$27 billion and US$500 bn globally. Therefore good packaging
is becoming an important tool for the well-being and safety of society.”

Mashelkar added, “India is not only the world's largest and independent democracy, but also an emerging economic
giant. As India's economy continues to grow from strength to strength, the packaging sector will offer great
opportunities and challenges for tomorrow.”

Elaborating further, he mentioned that a balance of quality, sustainability and affordability of packaging would
require not just incremental, but also disruptive innovation considering the huge scales involved in the packaging
industry.

According to Mashelkar, Indian packaging industry had less than five per cent share of the world’s $550 billion
packaging industry’s share. He stressed that there was enormous potential for growth with regard to intelligent
packing, active packing, and functional diagnostic packing, which were part of smart packaging, in the future. He
added that smart packaging, was the future of the industry as today's packaging embraced direct communication
with consumers along with innovation.

In this regard, price performance was going to be critical in India, he said and added that achieving affordability was
important in such a context and it could be achieved only through safety concerns. It requires an organised effort to
make high-tech available to the poor, which is a challenge. Dr Mashelkar then informed that 'access equality' was
important as rest of the world was already catching up with that.

The event was attended by more than 1,000 participants comprising industry members, students, 1IP alumni
members, academicians, employees, and policy- makers.

Other members such as Rajani Ranjan Rashmi, additional secretary, ministry of commerce and industry; A B
Ajmera, founder member of IIP; and R V S Ramakrishna, chairman, IIP; were also present.
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